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Gerry Moriarty set to 
retire as Chairman of BAI

After 14 years with BAI 
Communications, Gerry 
Moriarty (AM, FTSE, 
FIEAust, FAICD) has 
announced his plans 
to retire as Company 
Chairman. In this article, 
we reflect on Gerry’s 
extraordinary 50-year  
career in broadcasting  
and telecommunications.

Growing up in New Plymouth in New Zealand, 

Gerry described a curiosity for wireless 

communications from a young age. 

“Our next-door neighbour was a ham radio 

operator. He built a TV set well before 

television was available in New Zealand. At 

particular times of the year, we would get 

excellent reception of Australian television 

as a result of ionospheric ducting across the 

Tasman. Consequently, I became interested in 

making small radio receivers and built my own 

kit set TV receiver,” he said.

After leaving college, Gerry started work as 

a technical trainee at the local radio station 

and completed his technical training with a 

Certificate of Engineering. He then received a 

scholarship to Canterbury University, where 

he graduated with a Bachelor of Engineering 

(Telecommunications) with first class honours 

in 1972.

He received 
a scholarship 
to Canterbury 
University where 
he graduated with 
first class honours.
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Gerry had quickly made an 
impression in the industry and 
spent the next 12 years in various 
engineering and executive roles 
at the Broadcasting Corporation 
of New Zealand and Radio New 
Zealand.

“When I graduated as a young engineer I 

was involved in the introduction of colour 

television and the construction of the major 

new television studio facilities for TVNZ in 

Wellington. I was then appointed the Head 

of Engineering for Radio New Zealand at a 

time when radio studios were being expanded 

across New Zealand and network automation 

was being introduced,” he said.

An offer from the Australian Broadcasting 

Corporation (ABC) in 1984 saw the Moriarty 

family head to Australia in the midst of the 

broadcast industry transformation from film to 

electronic program making and newsgathering, 

and the introduction of satellite distribution 

and programme exchange services. Gerry 

served as both Director Engineering and 

Property and Assistant Managing Director 

(Resources) during his time with the ABC and 

implemented a major rationalisation of the 

ABC’s accommodation and facilities. He also 

managed the relationship with the Federal 

Government and Telecom Australia who 

jointly provided the ABC’s radio and television 

transmission services in those days.

Between 1991 and 1993, he was the Managing 

Director of BCL (now Kordia) and Corporate 

Director of TVNZ and established BCL in 

Australia.

In 1993, Gerry commenced a 10-year career 

with Telstra Corporation Limited, initially 

responsible for engineering and operations 

and going on to serve as the Chief Executive 

Officer of Telstra Multimedia Pty Ltd and 

Group Managing Director Infrastructure 

Services and Wholesale.

“When I joined Telstra I led a number of large 

strategic projects including the rationalisation 

and digitisation of its core networks, the 

building of two mobile networks (one GSM 

and the other CDMA), and the roll out of the 

HFC cable television network,” he said. 

“There were other highlights during this time 

such as when we were amongst the first in 

the world to provide cable modem broadband 

data services on the HFC network. We also 

set up Telstra Multimedia to begin Telstra’s 

involvement in content through the Foxtel 

joint venture with News Corporation and 

established Telstra’s first ISP.”
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In August 2002, Macquarie Bank appointed 

Gerry as Deputy Chairman of its new 

communications infrastructure fund, 

Macquarie Communications Infrastructure 

Group (MCG). He also assumed the role as 

Chairman of the seed asset of the new fund, 

Broadcast Australia.

“The role was uniquely matched to my past 

involvement in broadcast transmission and 

telecommunication networks. This, coupled 

with the exciting global opportunity that the 

fund represented, created a unique career 

attraction for me,” he said. 

Gerry was elevated to Executive Chairman of 

MCG in December 2002 and was an Executive 

Director of Macquarie Group from 2003 to 

December 2008. 

After the purchase of Broadcast Australia 

as the seed asset for the fund, MCG went on 

to acquire ntl-Broadcast and National Grid 

Wireless, which were merged to create Arqiva 

(a UK communications company). The fund also 

bought Airwave Solutions (the national public 

safety communications network operator in the 

UK) and Global Tower Partners in the U.S.

In July 2010 MCG was acquired by the Canada 

Pension Plan Investment Board (CPPIB), with 

Gerry remaining as Chairman of Broadcast 

Australia. 

During his time as Chairman, BAI 

Communications (as the company is now 

known), has grown, expanding into Asia, Europe, 

USA and Canada.  The company designs, builds 

and operates highly available communications 

networks – broadcast, radio, cellular, Wi-Fi, 

digital - for customers across the globe.

Group CEO Jim Hassell paid 
tribute to Gerry’s contribution 
to the evolution of the BAI 
business from an Australian 
broadcast infrastructure business 
to a global communications 
company. 

“Gerry’s period as chairman has been marked 

by his deep understanding of the broadcast 

and wider telecommunications markets and 

the opportunities they represent, together 

with a passionate commitment to both staff 

and customers and a desire to deliver long 

term value for shareholders,” Mr Hassell said. 

Gerry said his retirement from the Board comes 

at a time when the company is in excellent 

shape with a very exciting future ahead. 

“We have renewed core contracts with our key 

customers and established a proven ability to 

grow our Transit Communications business in 

global markets,” he noted. 

The industry will 
always be dynamic 
and BAI has very good 
owners, an excellent 
management team, 
and most importantly 
outstanding people 
who I’ve been proud  
to be associated with.
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Currently serving as a Senior Communications 

Industry Adviser with Macquarie Capital, 

Chairman of BAI Communications and Chairman 

of Click Energy Group, Gerry is also a Fellow of 

The Institution of Engineers, Australia, Fellow 

of The Australian Academy of Technological 

Sciences and Engineering, and Fellow of the 

Australian Institute of Company Directors.

He has held numerous Directorships such 

as Foxtel, Visionstream, IBM-GSA, Arqiva, 

Airwave Solutions (UK), Reach, NDC, Pacific 

Access (Directories), The IT-Skills Hubb, The 

Bionics Institute and Research Australia.

In 1998, Gerry was recognised as Professional 

Engineer of the Year by the Victorian branch of 

Engineers Australia and in 2003, he received 

the Centenary Medal for services to Australian 

society in industry. 

Gerry’s contributions were further recognised 

at the highest level in 2001, when he was 

made a Member of the Order of Australia 

(AM) for service to the information technology 

and telecommunications sectors and as an 

advocate for the employment of leading edge 

technological capacity, to advance Australia’s 

capability in business and commerce.

Gerry often acknowledges  
the mentorship he has received 
from others. 

“I am often asked about mentors throughout 

my career, and I have had the privilege of 

working with many inspiring people,” he said. 

“There are two that stand out above all. Ken 

Myer, who was Chairman of the ABC at the 

time of my appointment and in large part, 

attracted me to come to Australia. Ken was 

passionate about technology and wanted to 

restore the ABC’s lost leadership role in the 

industry. 

“The second would be Frank Blount who, as 

the first CEO of Telstra, taught me a great deal 

about business strategy, management and 

staff motivation.”

An industry leader

What next?
Gerry will remain professionally active with 

continuing advisory work for Macquarie 

Capital and as Chairman of Click Energy. He 

is exploring several fresh opportunities and 

rebalancing his time.

“My wish is to take on a couple of new 

activities and to spend more time with my 

wife doing the things we enjoy - developing 

gardens, growing grapes and being with our 

children and two granddaughters,” he said.

BAI will be hosting 
an invitation-only 
farewell for Gerry in 
May 2016 in Sydney. 

“I will however very much miss 
my involvement with BAI and its 
staff as the business has been an 
important part of my life for over 
30 years.”
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The event, which takes place annually in South 

Australia, has a large national and international 

audience, many of whom tuned into the 

event live for the first time last year when the 

Hostworks Tour Tracker app first launched. 

Hostworks CEO Will Berryman said the 

Hostworks Tour Tracker app saw more than 

4,500 hours of video content streamed during 

the 2015 event, with this year’s introduction 

of Palisade and TDU.TV taking audience 

interaction to new heights.

“More than 28,000 visitors and fans tuned in 

online or via mobile devices to watch last year’s 

Tour Down Under, and that number jumped to 

46,200 in 2016 as Palisade and TDU.TV boosted 

the user experience by giving app downloaders 

complete behind-the-scenes access to all the 

race highlights,” Mr Berryman said. 

“TDU.TV housed all video content produced 

during the 2016 Tour Down Under, including 

behind-the-scenes footage, web clips and 

broadcast highlights, allowing fans from across 

the globe access to every second of the event.”

This year, 6,879 hours of video was streamed 

and more than 1,000 users were recorded 

accessing the app concurrently, up from 750 

users in 2015.

“TDU.TV also allowed those who missed out 

on the live action to relive every moment at 

the click of a button, both during the event 

and beyond, with fans still able to watch the 

highlights whenever they need a cycling fix,” 

Mr Berryman said.

“Social media aggregator Palisade gave fans 

the opportunity to join the conversation via a 

tab on Tour Tracker, collecting correspondence 

from the social media pages of the event, 

riders, media and fans.

“As an Adelaide born-and-bred business, 

Hostworks has always been incredibly 

supportive of the Tour Down Under. Delivering 

an interactive and immersive experience to Tour 

Down Under fans is just another way we like to 

show our local support for the event and state.”

For a wrap-up of the 2016 Tour Down Under social media streams visit  
https://palisade.mediafoundry.com.au/walls/2-tour-down-under-2016.

Hostworks rolled out two new technologies this year to enhance the 
online user experience of cycling enthusiasts as part of a two-year 
partnership with the Santos Tour Down Under. 

New digital updates enrich fans’ 
Tour Down Under experience
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International Wireless Communications Expo

Digital television (DTV) portal 
services have been launched 
in Crookwell, New South Wales, 
after a decade of licensing and 
funding issues left residents with 
poor reception of commercial 
stations and SBS. 

The upgrade will see fulltime digital 

transmissions of commercial and SBS digital 

television services broadcast across the region 

for the first time. While most Australians have 

enjoyed watching commercial stations such as 

WIN Television, Prime Television and Southern 

Cross TEN in digital since the switchover in 

2010, Crookwell residents have only been able 

to access the ABC. 

Chief Operating Officer, Broadcast Australia 

Peter Lambourne and Regional Manager NSW/

ACT, Broadcast Australia Chris Howe hosted 

the Federal Minister for Communications 

Mitch Fifield, Federal Member for Hume Angus 

Taylor MP and Upper Lachlan Shire Mayor John 

Shaw at the Broadcast Australia Wades Hill 

site where they officially launched the service. 

Mr Taylor, who alongside the Upper Lachlan 

Shire Council, lobbied the federal government 

to provide funding for terrestrial television 

infrastructure to the Crookwell region, said he 

was glad the upgrade had been delivered in 

time for the football season. 

For many years, the ABC was the only station 

successfully transmitting in the region from 

the Broadcast Australia Wades Hill tower, with 

commercial stations and the SBS forced to 

transmit from distant sites.

Crookwell residents will now receive commercial 

and SBS television services from Canberra via 

the Regional Broadcasting Australia Holdings 

(BRAH) Mt Gray transmission site to Crookwell’s 

Mt Wade transmission site.  

Also upgraded was the existing ABC DTV service, 

which now boasts a 50W transmitter – further 

improving ABC coverage for Crookwell viewers. 

Congratulations to everyone at Broadcast 

Australia who worked on the project, including 

Steve Wibisono, Mick Maric, Heath Tubman, 

Michael Sutton, Richard Shannon and Sherif 

Sharobeem.

Crookwell residents see clearly  
after digital TV comes to town

Mr Marshall presented Covering the Last Mile – Rural Challenges as part of a session on Spectrum 

and Signal Optimisation, addressing the challenges of providing cellular, RF and broadband 

services in rural areas.   

IWCE hosts more than 7,000 industry professionals from government, military, utility, transportation 

and business enterprise backgrounds over one week – with conferences and exhibits showcasing 

the latest products in the communications industry. More information about the expo is available at 

www.iwceexpo.com 

National Business Development Director Ashley Marshall has represented 
BAI Communications in Las Vegas at the International Wireless 
Communications Expo (IWCE), an annual event for communications 
technology professionals. 
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Customers travelling on Toronto’s 
subway system will benefit from 
free Wi-Fi at eleven additional 
stations as part of the Toronto 
Transit Commission (TTC)’s 
plan to roll-out the service at all 
stations by mid-2017. 

Sherbourne, Castle Frank, Bathurst, Keele, Old 

Mill, High Park, Lansdowne, Ossington, Main 

Street and Christie subway stations along 

the Bloor-Danforth Line, and Dupont on 

the University-Spadina line, have joined the 

growing list of stations where upgrade work 

has been completed. An additional 18 stations 

will be outfitted with Wi-Fi by mid-2016.

BAI Canada CEO Ken Ranger said construction 

would also continue in conjunction with WIND 

Mobile to connect the four stations to cellular 

service, as part of the TCONNECT rollout. 

“TTC riders want more ways to stay connected 

underground and we are delighted to continue 

to expand our services,” Mr Ranger said.

“We are also extremely pleased with how  

riders have embraced cellular service from 

WIND Mobile.”

To keep updated on the TCONNECT rollout 

visit www.tconnect.ca

FIVE
WITH ISAAC

MINUTES

What does your role entail? 
As a system engineer within RFE, I predominantly 

design radio systems and networks, which is a 

collaborative effort between my team and other 

civil and building services contractors. Generally, I 

am the liaison point between RFE and our clients 

and suppliers, working closely with those on both 

sides throughout the entire design process. 

What have you learnt since joining 
the RFE team? 
I have gained valuable skills and experience in a 

range of sectors and worked with some of our 

major clients, including Mass Transit Railway. I have 

certainly learned more about the railway industry, 

which has been exciting and interesting to me. I 

also feel that I have a more in-depth understanding 

of the telecom field since joining RFE, and 

my communication skills have certainly been 

enhanced from my hands-on work with clients. 

In five words or less, describe your 
RFE team: 
They’re my teachers and friends.

Radio Frequency Engineering (RFE) Senior System 
Engineer Issac Leung has designed radio system 
networks out of RFE’s Hong Kong office for two years.

What makes you excited to come 
to work? 
My favourite aspect of my job is definitely 

performing system integration tests, which is a 

client approval test. It proves that what we have 

designed will work in real life and allows us to 

see the system operating. 

I love that because of my job creating 

communication networks, I am bringing people 

together. While you cannot see the radio wave, it 

is always there and it is what is allowing people 

to connect across great distances. 

How do you see your industry 
evolving into the future? 
Telecommunications is always growing and is 

only going to become faster and more reliable in 

the future. Technologies will obviously continue 

to advance, and we are already seeing things 

like smart phones, which have only existed 

for the past decade, merge into our wearable 

accessories such as watches.  

TTC passengers connected from 
Old Mill to Castle Frank
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Mr Hassell acknowledged Mr Collison’s critical 

role in the Australian broadcasting landscape 

and impressive career, which started before 

the launches of both the SBS and Ten Network. 

“Moon landings, revolutions, fires, floods and 

political turmoil have been witnessed by 

millions of Australians through the broadcast 

networks, and throughout these events, Ron 

has played an important part in ensuring that 

people receive the services on which they rely 

so much,” Mr Hassell said.  

BAI Communications  
farewells longest-serving employee

Mr Potter thanked Mr Collison for his 

contribution to keeping radio and television 

services on the air during changes from AM to 

FM, DAB radio and Analog to Digital TV.

“From the black and white analog days when 

Ron started in January 1961 to the amazing 

world of digital television and radio in 2016, he 

has been part of an incredible technological 

journey,” Mr Potter said. 

Mr Collison was part of the award-winning 

team that completed the successful 

Commonwealth Spectrum Restack program, 

which involved changing the frequencies of 

1,476 national and commercial digital television 

channels across Australia, resulting in 20.4 

million TV viewers being retuned nationally. 

The entire BAI Communications team would 

like to wish Mr Collison and his family all the 

best for the future.

Public safety was the focus of discussions 

at the Future of Transportation symposium 

hosted by Bloomberg in New York City on 

March 22; the same day the world mourned 

the tragic losses from terrorist bombings in 

the Brussels Metro and Airport.

Transit Wireless CEO William Bayne and Director 

of RF Engineering Nathan Cornish joined 

Metropolitan Transit Agency (MTA) Chairman 

Thomas Prendergast, Port Authority of New York 

and New Jersey Chairman John Degnan, The 

New York City Department of Transportation 

Commissioner Polly Trottenberg, and other 

regional transportation leaders to discuss the 

state of metro area transportation and what’s 

needed to transport New York into the future. All 

agree that public safety is a top priority.

Transit Wireless has a key role in improving 

public safety in New York City’s underground 

subway stations. The cellular network being 

designed and installed by Transit Wireless 

enables passengers to dial 9-1-1 from their 

mobile phones while in a station, and thanks 

to addressable technology being built into 

the network, public safety agencies can 

identify the location of the caller. 

In addition, Transit Wireless is building a 125-

mile high-speed, high capacity, fiber optic 

network in the city. This fiber network is the 

backbone for the cellular and Wi-Fi networks 

and provides the infrastructure for New York 

City Transit’s private 4.9 GHz public safety 

Wi-Fi network which is being utilised to 

provide wireless connectivity to Help Point 

terminals in the stations.

“Transit Wireless owns the fiber network,” said 

Transit Wireless CEO William Bayne.  

“That gives us the opportunity to leverage the 

network for significant future applications 

including public safety.”

There are numerous challenges to building an 

underground wireless network in a 110-year-

old subway system that operates 24/7, but 

Transit Wireless’ Director of RF Engineering, 

Nathan Cornish, noted the project is well 

ahead of schedule.  

“We are already 1.5 years ahead of schedule 

and on track to be completed more than two 

years ahead of plan,” he said.

“That’s no small feat.”

BAI Communications Group CEO Jim Hassell and ABC Communications Networks 
Director Adrian Potter have thanked retiring Broadcast Australia Senior Field Services 
Technician Ron Collison for an outstanding 55 years of service to Australian broadcasting. 

Future of Transportation symposium examines the critical  
role of telecommunications in New York City public safety
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A world-first partnership 
between Hostworks and the Los 
Angeles-based Pacific Television 
Center (PacTV) will harness 
the two organisations’ joint 
expertise to deliver a superior 
content streaming experience  
to a global market.   

Hostworks CEO Will Berryman said the 

partnership with PacTV, an independent 

transmission and production company, would 

provide consumers with quality video content 

across all platforms including tablet and 

mobile devices.  

Trans-pacific collaboration to  
boost content streaming

“Customers within any region globally will be 

able to access international video content 

from any of their video streaming devices at 

the touch of a button through a custom-built 

application powered by Hostworks’ software 

infrastructure and PacTV’s international video 

network,” Mr Berryman said.    

“Using Hostworks Media Foundry, customers 

will be able to access live and on-demand 

content from live concerts and sporting events, 

to global news broadcasts.”

Hostworks will deliver video source encoders 

to two PacTV facilities in London and Los 

Angeles, with the application expected to 

launch mid-2017. 

Ms Kelly presented “Seize the opportunity 

to unleash your potential”, a case study on 

her personal leadership journey and personal 

insights about identifying, grasping and 

maximising the right opportunity. 

“Harnessing the right opportunity can 

be a powerful catalyst to facilitate career 

progression,” Ms Lovely said. 

Kelly inspires at national leadership summit

BAI General Manager, Health, Safety, Environment and Quality Kelly 
Lovely was a featured guest speaker at the second annual Women in 
Safety Leadership Summit hosted by Liquid Learning in January. 

“However, opportunity is not always presented 

in a clear-cut manner, and can sometimes be 

perceived as too large a risk to pursue.”

Aimed at providing professional development 

and networking opportunities, the three-

day event featured fifteen speakers - all 

inspirational female leaders in the health and 

safety field. 

Upcoming 
events

Smart Rail Europe 2016
19th April, Amsterdam

  
8th International NIR Workshop  
of the ICNIRP
9th May, Cape Town

  
Train Communications System
8th June, London

  
Smart Rail USA 2016
26th October, Charlotte USA


